CCR9 and inflammatory bowel disease.
The pathological features of inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) are associated with leukocyte cell infiltrates, which contribute to disease progression and persistence by production of proinflammatory mediators. Recruiting leukocytes to the gut involves local expression of chemokines that interact with receptors on the leukocytes' surface. Specific antagonists may interfere with leukocyte recruitment to the intestine. The chemokine receptor CCR9 is one of the key molecules in leukocyte homing to gut mucosa. CCR9 antagonists have been shown to retard progression in patients with IBD. To discuss CCR9 as a potential target for the treatment of IBD. A literature review. The therapeutic effects of CCR9 antagonists, in combination with established therapies, should be evaluated in an attempt to slow down leukocyte recruitment at early stages of IBD.